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Date: 10/03/2011

Grant Robb, President, AWL Australia

Public letter

Dear Grant

Animal Welfare League support for Australian Companion Animals Council (ACAC)

On the 17 February the ACAC (self proclaimed “peak body’ for companion animals in Australia)
sent a submission to  the ACT Greens representative Caroline le Couteur  MLA, and copied to
ACT Minister Jon Stanhope, whereby they negated and criticised the content of the proposed bill
Animal Welfare Legislation 2010.

It is well known that ACAC is primarily a lobby group representing the commercial interests of the
representative bodies, all of whom have vested interests in the pet trade. The groups represented
by the Group have a documented history of lobbying governments and objecting to any proposed
animal welfare legislation designed to reduce the number of healthy animals killed unnecessarily in
pounds and shelters across the country. They were very vocal in fighting NSW Minister Clover
Moore’s proposed Animals (Regulation of Sales Bill) 2007.2008 and they are active today arguing
against the ACT Greens Bill. In essence they are concerned with and act against any move that
will impact on animal numbers in the market and therefore their trade. None have any
accountability or make any contributions towards the problem of over-supply of animals that end up
in pounds and shelters across the country. ( Apart from Pedigree who fund the Pedigree Adoption
Drive)

What is of significant concern to us, and many of our members, is that in the letter written by Kirsty
Seksel, (1) she claims that the Animal Welfare League is a represented member organisation, and
by implication that the AWL supports the campaign to interfere with the proposed Animal Welfare
Legislation.

I would appreciate it if you could please clarify the AWL position on this matter.

I can only imagine that AWL supporters, and members of the public  will be devastated to learn
that your organisation supports a commercially motivated ,  industry lobby group with members
who support the pet shop industry and other related industry associations..

Please note that this is a public letter that we will publish together with your response.

Thank you Grant – we look forward to hearing from you on this matter.

Paul Archer

www.deathrowpets.net
Please reply to info@deathrowpets.net
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PS I note for the record that I wrote to privately on this issue on 3rd March and have not a
response.

“The Council is a not-for-profit organisation whose members include the Australian Veterinary
Association, Australian Small Animal Veterinary Association, Australian National Kennel Council,
Animal Health Alliance (Australia), Animal Welfare League, Pet Food Industry Association of
Australia, Pet Industry Association of Australia, Petcare Information and Advisory Service,
Association of Pet Dog Trainers and Veterinary Manufacturers and Distributors Association.”

(1) KSeksel; Will cat decline threaten vet jobs; Australian veterinary Journal 1995

Paul Archer

www.deathrowpets.net

Please reply to info@deathrowpets.net or PO Box 292 Frenchs Forest NSW 1640


