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Summary 
 

Using statistics for dogs and cats seized by councils, this study looks at the current situation at the  
Blacktown Animal Holding Facility and the Blacktown Community itself. A comparison of Blacktown with  
the other seven council areas, which use the pound’s facilities, showed that Blacktown was vastly over-
represented. It had twice as many stray and surrendered animals as the other seven councils combined,  
yet Blacktown’s population is only half that of these other seven councils. 

   

While tremendous progress has been made at the pound, with fewer dogs entering, and even far fewer  
being killed, the situation for cats is dismal and seemingly out of control. The number of cats entering the 
pound has increased every year, with a 163% increase between 2003 and 2011. In 2011, 3,248 cats were 
killed, an increase of 155% since 2003. There is evidence that suggests that over half of Blacktown’s cats  
are feral cats 

 

This study is an appeal to Blacktown Council to address the issues of irresponsible pet ownership and the 
careless, uncontrolled, breeding of animals in the local community. Irresponsible, uncaring people are  
costing ratepayers a lot of money. Thousands of our companion animals suffer untold misery.  

 

It is up to the civic leaders of the Blacktown Community to demonstrate leadership and make a strong 
statement that the yearly disposal of unwanted animals in our community is not acceptable. Programs 
available and implemented by other councils in Australia, in New Zealand and overseas, to address the 
oversupply of animals, and at the same time increase adoptions thereby saving lives, have been highly 
successful.  There is no need for Blacktown Council to re-invent the wheel.  
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Summary of Blacktown Council Statistics 2003 – 2011 
 

DOGS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total Dogs 
Entering 5128 4947 4706 4547 4276 4139 4244 3819 3787 

          Total Killed 2453 2213 2156 2267 1688 1404 1017 753 520 

% Killed 48% 45% 46% 50% 39% 34% 24% 20% 14% 

          Returned to 
Owners 1302 1349 1401 1255 1370 1452 1442 1240 1170 

% Returned 26% 27% 30% 28% 32% 35% 34% 32% 31% 

          Adopted 447 587 576 516 640 690 989 868 918 

% Adopted 9% 12% 12% 11% 15% 17% 23% 23% 24% 

          Rescued 766 733 516 362 488 555 744 892 1128 

% Rescued 15% 15% 11% 8% 11% 13% 18% 23% 30% 

 

 
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Total Cats Entering 1607 1943 2137 2252 2662 3572 3865 3988 4226 

          Total Killed 1271 1501 1789 1896 2459 3131 3135 3037 3248 

% Killed 79% 77% 84% 84% 92% 88% 81% 76% 77% 

          Returned to 
Owners 33 28 27 29 21 82 75 59 62 

%  Returned to 
Owners 2.1% 1.5% 1.3% 1.3% 0.8% 2.3% 2.0% 1.5% 1.5% 

          Adopted 22 62 98 116 90 169 256 199 277 

%  Adopted 1.4% 3.2% 4.6% 5.2% 3.4% 4.7% 6.6% 5.0% 6.6% 

          Rescued 262 330 197 149 37 162 331 617 571 

%  Rescued 16% 17% 9% 7% 1% 5% 9% 15% 14% 

 

 
We LOVE Life too! 

 

Please Promote Responsible Pet Ownership  
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How the Nevada Humane Society dramatically and rapidly improved the lifesaving rate in their shelter 
and made their community one of the safest in the nation for homeless animals  (2008) 

 
http://www.nevadahumanesociety.org/pdf/HowWeDidIt11-08.pdf  

 

10 Guidelines for Success 
 

1. make lifesaving priority one – establish four priorities for staff: 
• Create lifesaving solutions for the animals. 
• Involve the community in our work. 
• Deliver quality customer service. 
• Provide excellent care to the animals. 

 

2. “the right people on the bus.” find a team of managers and staff members who are committed 
to the organization’s mission and goals, share our lifesaving values, and have a strong work ethic. We 
also sought out people who had proven skills and a track record of success. 

 

3. Invest time and assets in lifesaving.  
Review every program in terms of its lifesaving impact - create space for pet adoptions, focus on getting the 
community immediately involved in saving lives. 

 

4. Inspire and involve the community.  Make a public declaration!  This has a powerful effect. Not only does it  
focus your internal efforts on the community goal, but it helps inspire and energize the community to support  
what you do. Be sure to let people know exactly what you need them to do – ask them to donate for a specific 
purpose or to volunteer to do a specific task, e.g. walking dogs, socializing cats, or fostering an animal. 

 

5. Increase adoptions. Set specific adoption goals for each event or for each month. Each adoption is cause to 
celebrate, ring a bell. A white board behind the adoption counter records adoptions as they happen. Everyone  
can see the progress toward the event or monthly goal at any point in time. Adoption Counsellors play a dual role. 
They are looking out for the well-being of the animals to ensure that they are going to good homes, but they are 
also there to provide quality customer service to visitors and potential adopters, helping them find the perfect pet.  
In hiring staff, we are looking for people who like people as well as animals. Overcome people’s reluctance to visit  
the pound by having offsite pet adoptions. 

 

6. Desexing animals. 
When people surrender kittens or puppies, offer to desex the mother and other pets in the household for free. 
Whenever possible, feral cats should also be desexed free of charge and returned to their home turf as part of  
a Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) effort.  Ensure that low-cost and free desexing services are readily available and  
accessible to the people who need them most. 

 

7. Actively work to keep animals out of the pound. Establish an Animal Help Desk.  
Pounds and shelters are stressful places for animals and should be places of last resort, not a readily available 
dumping ground.  Many people are willing to try a few things to help keep their pet. The suggestions may 
include behaviour modification, training, minor changes to the environment, vet care, or – if they really cannot  
keep the pet – making the effort to find a new home for the pet themselves. 

 

8. Provide a safety net for feral cats. Promote Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) and provide free desexing for feral cats. 
TNR programs have been proven to dramatically reduce the number of cats coming into area shelters and 
improve the lives of outdoor cats.  

 

9. Partner with other groups.  Work and liaise with local rescue groups. 
 

10. Stay flexible. Find the opportunities in challenges.  If animal control busts a hoarder, if there is a natural  
disaster, or if an injured animal needs expensive care, ask the public to come forward to help. They will adopt the 
animals, make donations to provide care, volunteer to help, or provide foster homes – all you have to do is ask. 
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Some Useful References to Consider 
 

Turbo-charging Placements – Pet Adoptions (in a shelter environment): 
http://www.ndn.org.au/files/SummitProceedings/Turbo%20Charging%20Pet%20Adoptions%20HANDOUT%20final.pdf 

 

http://www.ndn.org.au/files/SummitProceedings/Summit%20Resolution%20Progress.pdf - AWL Queensland 
2009 SUMMIT RESOLUTION 3: Relevant government bodies to introduce breeder permits …  AWLQ Update 

 

http://www.g2z.com.au/about.html - AWL Qld ‘Getting 2 Zero’ (G2Z) Program 
 

http://sydneydogsandcatshome.org/about-us/getting-to-zero/  - first pound in NSW to sign up to G2Z 
 

http://www.awlqld.com.au/education - Community and School Programs that span educational spectrum.  
 

http://www.ndn.org.au/files/SummitProceedings/10.20QLDLouise.pdf - Desexing and Microchipping (Snip ‘n 
Chip) program conducted by Moreton Bay Council, Qld, run in conjunction with RSPCA PAWS Program. Moreton Bay 
Council also has a schools’ responsible pet ownership program.  

 

http://www.nathanwinograd.com/?p=4335 
 

http://www.nokilladvocacycenter.org/ 
 

http://www.nokilladvocacycenter.org/shelter-reform/guides/  
 

http://www.nokilladvocacycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/nokill101.pdf 
 

http://www.nevadahumanesociety.org/    
  

http://www.nevadahumanesociety.org/pdf/HowWeDidIt11-08.pdf 
 

http://rnzspca.org.nz/saving-lives/what-is-saving-lives 
 

http://www.pets.nsw.gov.au/index.php   Responsible Pet Ownership Education Program 
 

http://www.humananimalinteraction.org.au/state/new_south_wales 
 

Feral Cats 
 

http://www.nokilladvocacycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/FeralPolicy.pdf 
 

http://www.alleycat.org/ 
 

http://www.barncats.org/ 
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